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Please ignore the notice about Physics on page 10 of this newsletter. 


Since we went to press, we were able to renegotiate with Nelson 
and Company and Frontiers of Physics is now available through the 
School Book Branch. The current work on the replacement program is 


proceeding and a new program will probably be ready for the fall of 
1977. 
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Principals and Department Heads: 


Please circulate this newsletter to teachers who may find it of 


interest. 
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I INTRODUCTION 


During the last few. years the Curriculum Branch published 
several newsletters, such as SI and Social Studies Scene, which 
contained curriculum news items related to a specific subject 
area. However, the Curriculum Branch staff has now decided 
to re~establish a subject-integrated’ newsletter to supplement 
and, in some cases, replace the "subject area" newsletters.* 


The purposes: of. this Curriculum Newsletter are: 


to provide an outlet for lesser items which are 
not suitable for publication in the Curriculum | 
Bulletin, (which publishes primarily official 
notices); 


to permit regular publication of short items on 
various topics -- often there is not enough 
Material on one subject to produce a "subject 
area" newsletter; and 


to promote integration.of subject areas, 
which appears to be a current trend in education. 


We sincerely hope that this semi~annual Newsletter will 
become an efficient and useful vehicle of communication between 
the Curriculum Branch and the schools. 


* The A V Signpost and Industrial Education Newsletters will 
definitely continue publication. 


II AUDIO VISUAL SERVICES BRANCH 


Zone 1 Film Library Opens January 


School boards in the north-western region of the province will 
be able to enjoy the benefits of operating their own film library when 
the new Zone 1 film library opens in Peace River on January 15. This is 
the result of months of planning, during which members of the Audio 
Visual Services Branch spent considerable time in the area to assist in 
the development of the project. 


This is a first step toward decentralizing the provincial 
film library and it is hoped that other areas in the province will be 
encouraged to set up their own regional film libraries as well. 


Access Program Requisitions 


Mrs. A. D. Kamra and Mr. J. Egan of the Audio Visual Services 
Branch attended a four-day screening and evaluation program at O ECA 
Headquarters in Toronto from December 2 to 4, 1974. The object of 
the session was to evaluate proposed program requisitions by ACCESS 
which would be suitable curriculum material for classroom use in 
Alberta. Approved programs will be included in the Provincial Dubbing 
Centre and listed in the 1975 addendum to the A V S B catalog. 


A V Services Branch Wins I. M. F. Awards 


At the Second Canadian Instructional Media Festival held last 
October at Exhibition Park, Toronto, the A V Services Branch received 
five awards. Mary Lyseng, Supervisor of School Broadcasts and Media 
Production received an Award of Merit in the Audio Division for the 
radio program "A Brave and Fearful People" from the series THE ANCIENT 
AZTECS. She was also awarded three honorable mentions for her work 
in other divisions. In November, 1974, Premier Peter Loughheed presented 
an Alberta Achievement Award to Mrs. Lyseng in recognition of her 
excellent work in radio and television productions. 


An award of merit was also presented to Rod McConnell, 
Educational Media Officer, Professional Resources for his videotape 
production "The Provincial Museum". 


New A V Publications 


1. Communication is Learning. This book is presently being 
printed by A. V. S. B. and it is hoped that distribution will 
begin in January, 1975. Written by Rod McConnell, Educational 
Media Officer, the book (reviewed in A V SIGNPOST, January 
issue) contains a great deal of useful information on the 
uses of media in communication. 


2. Purchase Guide For Filmstrips. This booklet contains lists of 
filmstrips categorized by subject area and grade level, all of 
which have been evaluated by classroom teachers. This 
publication was printed and mailed to all schools, super- 
intendents and I M C's during October, 1974. The materials 
described in the booklet can be purchased from the suppliers 
listed therein; they are not available from the Audio Visual 
Services Branch. 


III DRIVER EDUCATION 


Driver Education Resource List 


A list of resource materials has been prepared by a committee 
of Driver Education teachers and staff members of the Department of 
Education. This list includes printed items, charts, films, film- 
strips and video-tapes. It is organized into sections based on 
approximate costs, ranging from "Free and Inexpensive" to "Commercial 
Materials over $100". 


The Ad Hoc Committee which compiled this list included: 
Lowell Card, Niton Junction; Merv Karach, Edmonton; Richard Lam, 
Barrhead; Ed Wiens, Grande Prairie; George McDonald, Lethbridge; and 
Jim Burk and Harry Sherk, Department of Education. 


Driver Education resources lists may be obtained on request 
from the Curriculum Branch, Department of Education, 10105 - 109 Street, 
Edmonton. 


IV MATHEMATICS 


Elementary Mathematics 


The program in elementary mathematics is presently undergoing a 
major examination and revision. To date, a tentative scope and sequence 
chart of concepts and skills has been prepared, consisting of both core 
and optional objectives. In the revision the general guidelines followed 
were: 


a) to reduce the number of objectives in the basic program; 


b) to institute a complete change from imperial units to SI 
(metric) units for all aspects of measurement, including 
their use in problem situations; 


c) to introduce a greater emphasis on the study of decimals 
and its use as it relates to the metric system; 


d) to reduce the emphasis on computation with common fractions; 
possibly outlining intuitive approaches at the elementary 
level which would prepare children for a more formal study 
of the system of rational numbers in the junior high school; 


e) to increase emphasis on graphing, primarily at the upper 
elementary level; 


f) to provide optional objectives for those who may wish to extend 
or enrich the core program. 


At present, plans are underway to pilot and select textbook 
materials that are appropriate. The majority of publishers are in the 
process of completing new textual programs. It should be noted that 
the Holt, Rinehart publication, Elementary Mathematics, Patterns and 
Structure, is now out of print. Systems considering the purchase of 
new materials should attempt to hold such decisions until a final 
approval of the present provincial curriculum is completed. 


Secondary Mathematics 


A general review of the total secondary mathematics program, 
Grades 7 - 12, is being undertaken by appropriate committees. It is 
intended that a core modular program will be strongly considered. 
Information relating to developments will be made available through 
newsletters. The target date for a revised program would be 1978. 


The report of the Secondary School Mathematics Survey under- 
taken in the spring of 1974 is now completed and final plans for 
distribution to school systems are being completed. 


Mathematics 15 - 25 


The present text suggested in the School Book Branch catalogue, 
General Mathematics, A Problem Solving Approach is now out of print and 
a limited number of copies are available. A high school ad hoc committee 
will be reviewing textual materials to be recommended as alternates 
within the present year. 


V SECOND LANGUAGES 


New Curriculum Publications 


1. French As A Second Language, Tentative Curriculum Guide, 
1974, (Secondary) 


2. Resource Materials For French As A Second Language, 1974, 
(Secondary) 


3. German As A Second Language, Tentative Curriculum Guide, 
1974, (Secondary) 


4. Resource Materials For German As A Second Language, 1974 
(Secondary) 


5. Ukrainian As A Second Language, Tentative Curriculum Guide, 
1974, (Secondary) 


A list of resource materials for Ukrainian is also being 
prepared for publication later on this year. 


VI SOCIAL STUDIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Social Sciences 10a, 10b, 20a, 20b and 30 


‘New curriculum guides are currently being prepared for introduction 
of course units (modules) in Geography, Sociology, Psychology and 
Comparative Religious Studies. These unit outlines have received 
Ministerial approval as part of the new Social Sciences 10a, 10b, 20a, 
20b (each carrying a 3 credit value) and 30 (2 modular units for a total 
value of 5 credits). The present courses in Geography 20, Sociology 20 
and Psychology 20 will be phased out, effective September 1, 1976. 


The new Social Sciences electives program will enable students 
to choose from a greater number of discipline-focused studies than was 
formerly the case. Development of curriculum units in the following areas 
is under way at the present time: history, philosophy, economics, 
anthropology and political science. 


Pilot classes are being conducted in several of the 
disciplines during 1974 - 1975. High schools involved include: 


Ardrossan, Banff Composite, Bonnie Doon Composite, 
Calmar, Chamberlain, Cochrane, Crescent Heights, 
Dewberry, Forest Lawn, Grande Centre, Jasper Place 
Composite, Kitscoty, Lindsay Thurber, M. E. Lazerte, 
Mayerthorpe, Okotoks, O'Leary Composite, Peace River, 
Queen Elizabeth Composite, St. Joseph's Composite, 
Salisbury Composite, Senator Riley, Sir Winston 
Churchill, Spirit River, Three Hills, Victoria 
Composite, Western Canada, Winston Churchill, William 
E. Haye 


Defeathering the Indian 


A handbook for teachers with the above intriguing title is in the 
final stages of preparation for publishing. The principal author of 
this work is Emma La Roque, a young woman who grew up near Lac La Biche 
in northern Alberta and who is presently a Rockefeller scholar at a 
university in Indiana. Defeathering the Indian represents one of the 
products of Cross-Cultural Education projects sponsored by the Curriculum 
Branch during 1974. Other workers on these projects included: Owen 
Haythorne, now principal of the Caslan school, Judy Casteel and Carol 
Layton. 


Defeathering the Indian is a teacher's handbook with a difference. 
It takes an informal yet direct approach. It presents personal and 
insightful viewpoints that will help many teachers and will also be 
applicable to the Alberta curriculum. The other project is an annotated 
bibliography of resource materials pertaining to Native peoples, their 
cultures and languages. 


The Cross-Cultural Curriculum Committee's concerns and work cut 
across subject areas, and therefore will be of interest to a broad 
spectrum of teachers. Members of this Ad Hoc Committee will welcome 
comments or suggestions as to curriculum needs relative to cross- 
cultural education and proposals for developing programs geared to 
meeting some of the needs identified. 


Membership of the Cross-Cultural Education Ad Hoc Curriculum Committee: 


Dr. H. G. Sherk - Chairman 
Department of Education 
Edmonton 

Mr. F. Jobin - Edmonton 
Mrs. Cora Weber - Caslan 


Mr. J. Ducharme - Edmonton 


Mr. L. Baker - Edmonton 


Mr. D. A. Vandermeulen - Faust 


Dr. L. R. Gue 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton 


Mr. Jim Wells - Cardston 


Interchange On Canadian Studies 


The first annual conference of the Canadian Studies Forum 
was held in Calgary in May, 1973, with sponsorship of the Minister of 
Education, the Honourable L. D. Hyndman. The Calgary Public School 
System officially hosted the 1973 conference, with facilitation and 
assistance from various organizations, institutions and individual 
Calgarians. 


From its inception, the Canadian Studies Forum has had 
strong support from the Department of the Secretary of State with head- 
quarters in Ottawa, and from provincial Ministers of Education and 
their counterparts in the Northwest Territories and the Yukon. A 
second national conference was convened in Halifax in 1974, under 
sponsorship of the Honourable Dr. William Gillis, Minister of 
Education. The Halifax and Dartmouth school systems cooperated 
in hosting the week-long event. Plans are now well underway for the 
third conference, which will be sponsored by the province rs 
Manitoba in April - May, 1975. 


Until now, organizational and administrative functions 
of the fledging organization have been carried out by a small cadre of 
executive members, two of whom are Alberta educators: E. T. Yates, 
a school principal in Calgary, and H. G. Sherk, of the Department 
of Education, Edmonton. 


Through the efforts of these people and the cooperation of 
numerous governmental and non-governmental agencies, approximately 
500 high school students have met, exchanged ideas with one another 
and with prominent Canadians who have addressed them at each of the 
conferences. The student delegates have come from various parts of 
all ten provinces and the two northern territories. For the 
participants, the experiences lve been very special and meaningful. 
One 1974 delegate commented: "I left home thinking as an Albertan 
and returned (from the conference) thinking as a Canadian". The 
potential for strengthening the quality of Canadian life and work 
through this activity can only be surmised. 


.The present executive has pursued the matter of structuring 
the Canadian Studies Forum as a non-profit corporation. Incorporation 
will soon be accomplished. However, in doing so, it has been found 
necessary to choose a new name, since the former one was unacceptable 
to the Federal Department of Consumer and Corporate Affairs. The 
new organization will be known as "The Interchange on Canadian Studies". 
A new board of directors will be elected at the first annual meeting 
of the corporation, to be held at some time during 1975. 


Some changes in procedures for selecting members of Alberta 
delegations to future conferences of the Interchange on Canadian 
Studies will be implemented this year. The nomination of candidates 
will no longer be necessary. Instead a system has been developed 
which will result in selection of school systems that will be eligible 
to name delegates. Further details will be made available to school 
administrators in the near future. 


Social Studies Resource Lists 


Revised curriculum resource lists will soon be available 
for distribution to schools. These lists (one for elementary 
classes and one for secondary) are the product of a summer and fall, 
1975 project which employed practicing Alberta teachers. A great 
amount of material , both print and non-print,was examined by the 
project personnel. The annotated listing represents a selection of 
a relatively few titles which were arbitrarily selected as useful 
resource items for the "basic curriculum". Additional materials 
may, and in most situations should be available in school reference 
libraries. These lists are intended as service publications to 
assist school personnel in establishing a basic core of resource 
items for social studies teaching and learning. 


VII SCIENCE 


Science Curriculum Policy Committee 


The policy committee has been reconstituted and is now 
responsible for science curriculum policies for the entire 1 to 12 
program. There are ten members under the general supervision of Dr. 
Les Tolman: 


Morris Treasure - Chairman Dr. Eric Mokosch 
John Edwards Bob Sheppard 
Ichio Ibuki Vince Spavor 

Don Jantzie Steve Szpital 


George Kutash - Secretary Dave Thomas 


The committee has met twice now, on October 30 - 31 and 
January 10th. The goals established by the committee and reported 
to the Curriculum Boards were: . 


1. To provide leadership in establishing and regularly 
reviewing the science program for Alberta schools, 
Grades 1 - 12. 


2. To review regularly current science programs and 
curricular projects in Alberta schools. 


3. a) To develop and review regularly a model of 
science curriculum development in Alberta. 


b) To review periodically the science curriculum 
developments outside of Alberta. 


4. To establish and supervise such committees as may be 
necessary from time to time. 


5. To report regularly through the chairman to the 
appropriate Curriculum Board(s). 


6. To communicate regularly with various stakeholder 
groups in Alberta with respect to the science program. 


The committee has established two new ad hoc committees, one in 
Elementary Science and one in High School Biology. This brings the number 
of ad hoc committees currently at work in science to six. These are: 


- Elementary Science - Chemistry 
- Junior High Science - Physics 
- Land & Life (Renewable Resources) - Biology 


The Junior High and Chemistry ad hoc committees are currently 
piloting materials and the Physics committee is preparing to pilot a 
program next fall, all with a view to having new programs ready for 
September, 1977. The next few years are expected to be particularly 
busy in the science areas. 


Some very interesting ideas are being proposed by the Land 
& Life ad hoc committee. They would like to replace the agriculture, 
forestry and horticulture courses with modules in the general field of 
"renewable resource management" both as a field of study and as a 
general concern of the scientifically literate person, being aware of 
issues of immediate concern to all Albertans in the Canadian context. 
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The Chemistry and Physics committees are developing their 
programs on a core-option basis. The optional part of the programs will 
provide an opportunity to meet the more specific needs of students with 
differing career goals and aspirations. It is hoped that through the 
use of modules a student could explore a number of different aspects 
of the course or could go into an "in-depth" study of a particular topic. 
The direction taken would depend upon the ability of the student, the 
nature of the resources of the school and the interests of the students. 


Elementary Science Ad Hoc Committee Established! 


The rationale for a revised elementary science program has 
been approved by the Science Curriculum Policy Committee and will give 
clear direction to the ad hoc committee which meets on February 6th. 
It is hoped that this ad hoc committee can quickly come to grips with 
its mandate and have a replacement program ready for installation by 
September, 1976 on a permissive basis. This seems like a rush but 
many schools have already tried new materials and much information 
is already available on the relative merit of the new programs. 


Junior High Science Pilots 


The Grade Eight pilot classes are progressing and evaluation 
reports are rolling in. The information received and the spring 
evaluation meeting should provide the committee with enough 
information so that decisions can be made for implementation on a 
permissive basis for September, 1976. It is also expected that 
some recommendations will be made for the Grade Seven and Nine 
programs. 


Physics 


Unfortunately we must report with red faces that the 
Physics 30 text, Frontiers of Physicsis out of stock and out of 
print. Therefore, the recommendation is that the content of Physics 
30 be taught from the Physics: A Human Endeavour, from Holt, Rinehart 
& Winston. This amounts to an interim replacement pending reorganization 
of the physics program into a core-option pattern. We had hoped to have 
a new program ready for next fall but as with many dreams this hope bit 
the dust. This is not to reflect on the ad hoc committee; rather it is 
due to numerous circumstances that have had a cumulative effect. 


For the interim period there will be no effect on the PS SC 
classes or the Physics 10, 20, 22 and 32 courses. 
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Chemistry 


A concern has been expressed with respect to the polimerization 
demonstration (Lab #29A) in the Chemistry 30 program. There is a risk 
of the formaldehyde and hydrochloric acid producing bis-chloromethyl 
ether, BCME, which is reported to be a carCinogen. The question 
has been referred to the Industrial dealth Protection Branch for a 
report. No reply has been received but a bulletin will be issued when 
such a reply is received. Many thanks to Mr. D. T. Williams for reporting 
the possibility. There is apparently a threshold level of reactants 
that must be exceeded before the harmful product appears. Therefore, 
it is recommended that this lab not be attempted until we know the extent 
of the hazard. 


Science 11 Resources 


A change was recommended to the School Book Branch 
that will result in the 40% discount being applied to the paperback, 
Ideas, instead of to the hard cover edition. This is in keeping with 
the philosophy of maintaining flexibility in the programs and 
encouraging the use of a variety of materials. This does not forecast 
a change in the recommendation for Science 11, but if teachers know of 
useful material that is available for this course, we at the Curriculum 
Branch would like to be made aware of such resources. 


Print & Non-Print Science Resource Material 


As an informal means of learning about resource material 
that is not listed in Department publications, we at the Curriculum 
Branch request your assistance in the identification of material. If 
you have a favourite resource or if you think that something has merit 
and should be evaluated, please write a brief note to: 


Morris Treasure 
Curriculum Branch 
Department of Education 
Executive Building 
10105 - 109 Street 
EDMONTON, Alberta 


Mr. Treasure will then endeavour to pass these references along 
to the appropriate science committee for consideration. If they meet 
the criteria for selection they will be screened and added to our resource 
lists. , 
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VIII CURRICULUM BOARDS AND COMMITTEES STUDY 


The Curriculum Branch is presently preparing a position paper on 
the roles, structures and procedures of its boards and committees. The 
position paper will be considered by the Elementary and Secondary Curriculum 
Boards at their May meeting. 


Individuals and groups who may have an interest in the structure 
and functions of Department of Education Curriculum Boards and Committees 
should forward to the Curriculum Branch their opinions of the following 


issues: 


1. Should the Department retain its present network of boards 
and committees? This network consists of: 


a. 


db. 


The Elementary Curriculum Board and Secondary Curriculum 
Board whose present function is to recommend to the 


Minister of Education approval or disapproval of curricular 
policies and regulations, courses of study and learning 
resources. Each board is made up of persons 

representing the Department of Education (18), 
superintendents (1), universities (2), other post 

secondary institutions (2), A. T. A. (4), A. S. T. A. (3), 
Home and School (1) and the larger school systems (2). 
There is considerable overlap in the membership and 

agenda of the two boards. 


Curriculum Policy Committees whose present function is 
to develop course outlines and select learning resources 
for a given subject area. Decisions of the committees 
are subject to ratification by the boards and final 
approval by the Minister of Education. There are 15 
policy committees, each responsible for one or more 
subject areas in the elementary or secondary school. 
Each committee includes one Departmental representative, 
one or two university representatives and four or five, 
dependent upon the total number of committee members, 
teachers nominated by the A. T. A. 


Ad Hoc Curriculum Committees whose function is to carry 
out the more detailed work assigned by a subject area 
curriculum committee. There are 37 ad hoc committees 
right now, though this number varies from month-to-month. 
Membership on ad hoc committees is varied but is usually 
heavily weighted with teachers. 
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2. Should the present boards and committees be replaced/supplemented 
with arrangements that rely less on the notion of representation 
and more on direct participation through procedures such as 
surveys and charrettes? 


Assuming That Some Form Of The Present Network Is Retained 


3. What functions should be served by the Elementary and Secondary 
Curriculum Boards: 


a. Recommendation of approval for major policies and 
regulations governing school programs (eg. organization 
of the curriculum, time allocations, goals of education, 
etc.) 

b. Recommendation of approval for changes in course content 
and learning resources suggested by provincial curriculum 
committees. 

c. Recommendation of approval for locally developed courses. 

4. What appeal procedures should be open to persons whose ideas, 


programs, or resources are not recommended by the boards or 
committees for Ministerial approval? 


5. Regarding the structure of the Elementary Curriculum and the 
Secondary Curriculum Board, 
a. should there be one board in place of two? 


b. should the board(s) be comprised predominantly 
of civil servants or non-civil servants? 


c. should the board(s) be comprised predominantly 
of lay people or professional educators? 


d. should professional members of the board(s) be 
generalists or specialists? 


e. should there be regional curriculum boards in place 
of/in addition to the central boards? 
6. What functions should be served by the subject area policy committees: 


a. Deciding the objectives and content for a given subject 
over a number of grades. 


b. Selecting lists of recommended learning resources? 
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c. Assigning tasks to ad hoc committees? 


Should the subject area policy committees have the added 
responsibility of determining how new courses can be 
implemented and evaluated? 


Regarding the structure of subject area policy committees, 


a. In a given subject area, should there be one committee 
for all grades or separate committees for elementary 
and secondary grades? 


b. Should committees from a number of subject areas 
be combined in order. to effect integration of subjects? 


c. Should the committees be comprised of teachers, 
Departmental and university personnel only? Or, should 
lay people and/or students be represented on the 
subject area committees? 


d. Should professional members of the committees be 
generalists or specialists? 
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IX . MISCELLANEOUS RESOURCES 


A. Atlantic Treaty Association 


A useful booklet, suitable for use as a secondary social 
studies resource, may be obtained from the Atlantic Council of 
Canada, 31 Wellesley Street East, Toronto 5, Ontario. The publication, 
entitled Impediments to the Free Flow of Information Between East 
and West, is based on a study carried out by Anthony C. A. Dake 
for the Information Working Group of the Atlantic Treaty Association. 
We understand that a nominal charge may be made, but regret that we 
cannot indicate the exact cost for the booklet at this time. 


B. Imperial Oil 


Imperial Oil has prepared a short talk with 40 accompanying 
slides entitled Are We Running Out of Energy? This presentation,which 
is about 40 minutes long and particularly suitable for junior high 
school students, is available on request to any school in Alberta. 

For further information or bookings please phone Mr. Frank Spencer, 
Public Affairs Advisor of Imperial Oil Ltd. at 423 - 8336,or write 
to him at P. 0. Box 2356, Edmonton, Alberta. 


C. Insurance Bureau of Canada 


The following materials may be obtained free of charge by 
writing to Mr. R. A. S. Cooper, Alberta Manager, Insurance Bureau 
of Canada, 708 - 10080 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, T5J 1V9: 


Viewpoint, a regular publication of the Insurance Bureau of Canada, 
Drinking, Drugs and Driving, a study done by Nucro Technics, and 


Impact of the Change in the Drinking Age on the Collision Behaviour 
of Young Drivers, a study by the Canada Council of Young Drivers, 
done in London, Ontario in 1973. 


° D. Consumer Education Bibliography 


An annotated bibliography of Canadian materials for consumer 
education, entitled Image, Sound and Print, has been compiled 
by Mrs. Blanche Friderichsen, Education Consultant (Curricula 
and Media) and is now available from the Curriculum Branch. Orders 
should be placed through your Superintendent of Schools. The 
bibliography emphasizes materials for the secondary grades and 
includes many free and inexpensive materials. 
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X.. ADDENDA 


Vancouver Calling 


Alberta teachers will probably be interested in the Canadian 
Association of Social Studies conference to be held in Vancouver, 
August 15 - 16, 1975. Further information may be requested from 
Mr. Harvey Walker, president-elect of C AS Sy c/o Canadian Studies 
Project, 159 - West 10th Avenue, Vancouver, B. C., V6J 128. 


Se ee ee eee 


The Muckamuck Restaurant at 1724 Davie Street in Vancouver | 
features North-west coast native Indian food and "real good eating". 
The decor is in keeping with the theme and helps to enhance the 
popularity of the restaurant. Muckamuck is the project of a group 
of B. C. Indians. 


ey 


